
Berkeley Ukulele Club  Chart #160 
 

 

Hele On To Kauai  
Al Nobriga, 1976.  As recorded by Iz Kamakawiwoʻole 

Key of A 
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Intro  

|       A       |       A       |       A       |       A       |       A       |       A       |       A       |       A      

Verse 1 

               |     A    |    D    |    D    |      E7     |     E7    |             A            |      A     |     A    
There’s  a  place,_      I  re - call.__     Not  too  big,_   in  fact,  it’s  kind - a   small. 
                  |     A    |              D             |     D     |         E7        |      E7     |     A    |   E7   |  
The  people  there,_    know  they  got  it  all,___      the  sim - ple  life,__  for  me.__ 

Chorus 

|               A               |       A7      |                D               |          D         | 
   He - le   on   to  Kau - a - i,___       Ha – na – lei  by  the   bay.__ 

|              E7             |           E7          |              E7              |          A          | 

   Wai - lu - a  riv - er    val - ley,___  is    where   I   used   to     play.____ 
|                   A                 |       A7      |              D             |          D         | 
   The  can - yons  of  Wai - me - a,__      stand - ing  all  a  -  glow.____ 

|               E7              |                E7              |             E7            |         A         |       A 
  The  mag - ic  of  the    gar – den  is - le,_  is   call - ing  me  back   home.____ 

Verse 2 

                  |     A    |     D     |    D    |     E7     |    E7    |                 A                |    A    |   A    
When I was  young,_  not  too  smart,_   I left my  home,_  looking for a brand new  start._ 
                |     A    |             D             |     D     |            E7           |               A            |        A       |      
 To find a place,_    that’s bet – ter  still,_    now I know,_ I   know  I  nev - er   will.__ 

Chorus,  then modulate to C     

Chorus 

(  G7  )  |               C               |       C7      |                F               |          F         | 
               He - le   on   to  Kau - a - i,___       Ha – na – lei  by  the   bay.__ 

|              G7             |           G7          |              G7             |          C          | 

   Wai - lu - a  riv - er    val - ley,___  is    where   I   used   to     play.____ 
|                   C                 |       C7      |              F             |          F         | 
   The  can - yons  of  Wai - me - a,__      stand - ing  all  a  -  glow.____ 

|               G7              |                G7              |             G7            |        C        |     C      
  The  mag - ic  of  the    gar – den  is - le,_  is    call - ing  me  back    home.____ 

Ending 

      |          G7         |           G7         |          C          |     C///     | 
  is    call__ –  ing__    me__   back__     home.______ 
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